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August 2, 2024 
 
Trisha A Cousins, EdD, RD, CLC 
Director, Graduate Program in Nutrition and Dietetics 
University of Pittsburgh 
Dietitian Nutritionist Program 
3600 Forbes Avenue, Suite 6035 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15260 
 
Dear Dr. Cousins: 
 
This letter is to advise you of the action of the Accreditation Council 
for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND®) Board regarding the 
Graduate Program in Nutrition and Dietetics at University of 
Pittsburgh. During its recent meeting, the ACEND Board made an 
accreditation decision based on your program’s self-study report and 
site visit. Refer to page 2 of this letter for the Accreditation Action 
Report which includes the ACEND Board accreditation decision.  
 
Programs are required to notify ACEND of any substantive changes to 
the program that have the potential for affecting the accreditation 
status of the program. Guidelines for requesting substantive changes 
are posted on the ACEND website: Substantive Program Change 
Guidelines 
 
ACEND values your commitment to students and the quality and 
continued improvement of dietetics education as demonstrated during 
the accreditation process.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Jodi Wright at 800-877-1600 ext. 4737 or jwright@eatright.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nancy Prange, PhD, MPH, MS, RDN, LDN, Chair 
Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics 
 
NP/lb 
 

cc:  Joseph McCarthy, PhD, Interim Provost 
      Anthony Delitto, PhD, PT, FAPTA, Professor and Dean, School of 

Health and Rehabilitation 
      Kevin Conley, PhD, ATC, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies, 

SHRS, Chair and Associate Professor, Department of SMN 
Janet D. Stuhrcke, DCN, RD, FAND, Lead Program Reviewer 

Terry L. Brown, MPH, MBA, RD, LD, CNSC, Accompanying Program 

Reviewer     

          Jodi Wright, PhD, RD, CDN, RDH, ACEND Senior Manager 
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ACCREDITATION ACTION REPORT 

Program Name and Type: University of Pittsburgh, Graduate Program in Nutrition and Dietetics  

Accreditation Decision:   

Continue full accreditation for a seven-year term ending December 31, 2031 and request an interim report 

to be submitted no later than September 16, 2024.  

Decision Date: July 19, 2024 

Rationale: 

The decision was based on a peer review of the self-study report, site visit report and program response to 

the site visit report demonstrating that the program is in compliance as a demonstration program under 

the ACEND Future Education Model Graduate Degree Accreditation Standards.  

Program Accreditation Details: 

To access complete information about your program’s accreditation status, sign into the ACEND Portal. 

Next Site Visit: The next accreditation site visit will be scheduled in July to December 2030. ACEND staff will 

notify the Program approximately one year in advance of the site visit inviting the program to apply for 

continued accreditation under the Accreditation Standards in effect at that time.   

Next Review by the ACEND Board:  2031  

Degree Level: Accreditation is granted for a graduate degree program.  

Enrollment: Accreditation is granted for a maximum enrollment of 25 first-year graduate, 25 second-year 

graduate students for a total maximum enrollment of 50 students. 

Distance Education: The program was approved to offer less than 50% coursework via distance education.   

Areas to Address:        

The ACEND Board requests that the program provide an Interim Report to monitor continued compliance 

with the following standards:  

Standard 7: Information to Prospective Students and the Public, Required Element 7.3g  
The program provided a narrative in their response to clarify the expectations of the program schedule 
which is noted to be included in the student handbook. However, since the student handbook is on the 
program website, the program must either include the information regarding the schedule directly on 
the website or provide a statement on the website that this information related to the program 
schedule can be found in the student handbook.  
 

Interim Report Required: 

☒ Yes:  Due Date:    September 16, 2024               Refer to the attached instructions for submitting the 

report. (The program will be charged a $200.00 late fee if the report is submitted after the due date.)  

☐ No 

 

https://www.eatrightpro.org/acend/program-directors/acend-portal
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Instructions for Submitting an ACEND Report in DocuWare 

When you are ready to submit your report, here are steps for accessing the ACEND Program Report 

submission form: 

1) Click on this link: ACEND Program Report submission form 

2) Use the following information to fill out the online form: 

 

Program ID 86145962 

Document Type Interim Report 

Program Name  University of Pittsburgh 

Program Type Graduate Program in Nutrition and Dietetics 

Program City Pittsburgh 

Program State Pennsylvania 

 

3) Upload your report using the upload box at the bottom of the page 

4) Click “Submit”. Once your submission is approved, you will receive an email from ACEND staff 

acknowledging the receipt of your report. 

 

 

 

 

https://academy.docuware.cloud/Docuware/Platform/WebClient/Forms/acend-program-report?orgID=3103
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