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Andrew R. Blair, Chair 

November 16, 2012 
 

Minutes 
 
Present: A. Blair (Chair), M. Druzdzel, B. Falcione, J. Grandis, G. Hatfull, D. Jenkins, M. Kerr, 
S. Meyer, P. Mirchandani, P. Newman, C. Schunn, and C. Golden (Staff Liaison). 
 

Approval of the Minutes 
 
Andrew Blair asked for a motion from Council members to approve the October 15, 2012, 
meeting minutes.  The motion was offered, seconded, and approved.  The minutes will be posted 
on the ACIE website. 
 

Report of the Chair 
 
Dr. Blair discussed the Innovation in Education Awards RFP.  The RFP was mailed to all full- 
and part-time faculty members at all University campuses.  Executive administrators were 
mistakenly excluded from the initial mailing, but they have since received the RFP.  The RFP 
soon will be circulated electronically to all deans and department chairs.  Cynthia Golden, 
Director of CIDDE, also will distribute it to her colleagues in the schools and at the regional 
campuses. 
 

Best Practices Committee 
 
Chris Schunn, Committee Chair, delivered the Committee report.  Committee members 
discussed several issues related to the move to online OMET evaluations, including variation in 
implementation across campuses, schools, and departments and the relationship between course 
size and response rate.  Committee members also noted Yale University’s students responses at a 
fairly high rate, due, perhaps, to an incentive system that is linked to the early release of final 
grades. 
 

Faculty Development Committee 
 
Marek Druzdzel, Committee Chair, delivered the Committee report.  Committee members 
discussed how best to improve teaching in large-enrollment classes.  They identified teaching 
award recipients who had taught large classes and invited them to present at a seminar.  The 
seminar was recorded and will be available on the web.  Committee members also discussed 
ideas for different events, including the summer institute. 
 

CIDDE Report 
 
Ms. Golden delivered the staff liaison report.  She commented on Coursera, a social 
entrepreneurship company that partners with universities to offer courses online.  The University 
of Pittsburgh is currently working to develop five courses – in nursing, engineering, and 
education – that will be offered via this platform.  Almost 40,000 people are registered for these 
courses. 



 
Ms. Golden discussed other areas of support for Massively Open Online Courses (MOOCs).  The 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation recently awarded 12 grants, totaling more than $3 million, to 
consortia, universities, and non-profits that will support the development of MOOCs.  The 
American Council on Education, the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities, and the 
ITHAKA project received funding. 
 
There being no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:00 
PM.  The next Council meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 13, at 10:00 AM. 
 


